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United

The United Arab Emirates (UAE) is a federation of seven
emirates - Abu Dhabi, Dubai, Sharjah, Ajman, Umm Al
Quwain, Fujairah, and Ras Al Khaimah. This country has
transformed from humble fishing and pearling villages into a
global symbol of ambition, luxury, and innovation. Today, the
UAE's cities are home to futuristic skylines, world-class
infrastructure, and a vibrant mix of cultures. Arabic is the
official language, but English is spoken everywhere, making it
easy to connect and explore.

My own journey in the UAE began in 2007, when | moved to
Dubai as a flight attendant with Emirates. | experienced
firsthand the UAE's unique position as a crossroads between
East and West. Like the country itself, my story is one of
reinvention and resilience. | faced challenges, adapted, and
eventually found my voice as a content creator and
influencer. The UAE became more than just a place to live -
it became my home. My experiences here echo the UAE's
spirit: bold, adaptive, and always reaching for what's possible.

| consider myself fortunate to present you this lovely travel
guide as | walked every street, swimmed every water, and
tasted every food. Stay with me as | rewrite each chapter of
my UAE trip and give you the right travelling experience.
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GET READY WITH ME FOR
THE UAE

Every great adventure begins with thoughtful preparation.
Before you set foot in the UAE, it's essential to pack not just
your suitcase, but also your knowledge, respect for local
customs, and excitement for the journey ahead. This chapter
guides you through the essentials, ensuring you're ready for
the UAE's unique blend of tradition and modernity, desert
heat and cosmopolitan cool.

Let's get you travel-ready for an unforgettable Emirati
experience.

=, . \

Documents: %’ Clothing:
Passport (valid for 6+ Lightweight, modest attire -
months), visa (if required), linen trousers, blouses, and
travel insurance, flight a scarf. Pack swimwear for
tickets, hotel bookings, and beaches and pools, but
copies of all important bring a cover-up for public
documents. areas.

% y Jﬂ@;
Health & Tech: Money: é
Toiletries, medications, Some cash in AED,
travel pillow, camera, and credit/debit cards, and a
a power adapter. Forex card for convenience.

Accessories: Sunglasses, hat, sunscreen, comfortable walking
shoes, and a small backpack for day trips.



WE'VE ARRIVED, LET"S
ACCOMODATE!

Touching down in the UAE is a moment of anticipation and
wonder. From the moment you step off the plane, you're
greeted by a world of hospitality and luxury. This chapter
helps you navigate the arrival process with ease and
introduces you to the wide range of accommodation options.
Whether you're here for business, leisure, or a bit of both,
you'll find the perfect place to call your temporary home.

Upon arrival, present your documents at
immigration, including proof of
accommodation and return ticket.
Accommodation options in the UAE are
diverse:

C

Luxury Hotels: cBusilness Hotels:
World-class service, ldeal for work trips,
spacious rooms, and top- located near business
notch amenities. districts.

C C
Airport Hotels: Budget Hotels:
Convenient for layovers or Clean, safe, and affordable
short stays. for travelers on a budget.

C

Resorts: Hotel Apartments & Villas:
Beach, desert, and Great for longer stays or
mountain resorts for families, offering kitchen

relaxation and recreation. facilities and more space




THE GRAND CAPITAL -
ABU DHABI

Abu Dhabi is the capital of the UAE. It's stunning mosques,
vibrant cultural scene, and serene waterfronts, the city offers
something for everyone.

Yop EXxperiences:

Waterfront Fun Culture & History Food & Shopping
- Relax at - Explore Heritage @~ - Savor Arabic
Corniche Beach, Village, museums, and global

take a ferry, or and souks. dishes, shop in
try watersports. malls or markets.

Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque - A white
marble masterpiece open to all.



THE CULTURAL HEART -
SHARJAH

Sharjah is the cultural capital of the UAE, rich in art, history,
and heritage. Explore here the world-class museums, restored
souks, and peaceful lagoons. Then there's Al Noor [sland and
cultural festivals, Sharjah offers something for every curious

traveler.

Yop EXxperiences:
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Sharjah Art Heritage: Traditional architecture,
Museum - Museum  souks, and festivals

of Islamic

Civilization

Family Fun: Al Noor Island, Sharjah Aquarium, scenic
waterfronts.



NATURAL ADVENTURE -
RAS AL KHAIMAH

For adventure lovers and nature seekers, Ras Al Khaimah is
the UAE's best-kept secret. With rugged mountains, golden
deserts, and unspoiled beaches, this emirate invites you to
explore a wilder, more authentic side of the country.

Yop EXxperiences:

Mountains & Beaches: Unwin Heritage: Step
Deserts: Conquer along pristine back in time at
Jebel Jais, the coastlines, far Dhayah Fort, the
UAE’s highest from the crowds. National

peak, through Museum, and
hiking, ziplining, or ancient ruins.

scenic drives.
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A Special Tip: Visit Jebel Jais early in the
morning or at sunset for cooler temperatures
and breathtaking light. It is perfect for
photos and fewer crowds.




THE EAST COAST -

FUJAIRAH

Fujairah feels like a breath of fresh air. It is another world
away from the skyscrapers and crowds. With its dramatic
mountains, peaceful beaches, and a deep sense of history, it's
the kind of place that invites you to slow down and just be.
Swim in crystal-clear waters, wander through ancient forts,
or take a scenic drive through the Hajar Mountains.

Yop EXperiences:

eaches & Diving:  History: Explore

Soft sands and Fujairah Fort and
coral-rich waters Al Bidyah
perfect for Mosque - the
snorkeling and oldest mosque in
diving. the UAE.

A Special Tip:

sea turtles!

ountain Vibes:
ind through

rocky wadis and
take in stunning
mountain views.

Head to Snoopy Island near Al Aqah Beach
- it's a local favorite for snorkeling, with
calm waters and a good chance of spotting



Yop EXperiences:

DUBAI - A CITY CALLED

HOME

Dubai isn't just a glittering skyline or luxury shopping haven,
it's my home. It's where |, Avantika Mohan Datta, has built a
life, found my rhythm, and discovered the magic beneath the
surface. In this chapter, | invite you to see the city through
my eyes: full of energy, culture, and meaningful connection.

Must-See Landmarks: The towering
Burj Khalifa, the buzzing Dubai Mall,
the iconic Palm Jumeirah, and the
dancing waters of the Dubai
Fountain.

Hidden Treasures: Stroll through the
art-filled Alserkal Avenue, wander
the historic alleys of Al Fahidi, or
unwind on Jumeirah’'s quieter shores.

Everyday Moments: Farmer's
markets on weekends, cozy cafes
tucked in neighborhoods, and a
vibrant expat community that feels
like family.




THE PLEASANT DEPARTURE

As your UAE adventure draws to a close, take a moment to
pause, reflect, and carry those unforgettable memories with
you. From desert dunes to dazzling skylines, you've
experienced a country that serves the past and future in the
most remarkable way.

Retore You 86:

H

@“b'e‘c*‘%k your flight details
Mck your souvenirs with care '

Keep travel documents handy for a smooth

Mrport experience




SPECIAL NOTE FROM
AVANTIRA

Dear Travelers and Readers,

The United Arab Emirates is a place of remarkable contrasts.
It's where ancient traditions live side by side with soaring
skyscrapers. Where the stillness of the desert meets the hum
of innovation. And where every handshake, every shared cup
of gahwa, every sunset over the dunes holds a story waiting
to be remembered.

If this journey has taught me anything, it's that travel is more
than movement - it's transformation. The UAE doesn’t just
welcome you; it invites you to look deeper, to feel more, and
to carry something meaningful back with you. Maybe it's the
kindness of a stranger, the peace of a quiet mosque, or the
awe of seeing a city built from dreams.

Wherever your next destination may be, take that spirit with
you. Let it inspire patience, curiosity, and openness. Let every
future trip be more than just sightseeing. Travel isn't just
about the places you visit. It's about who you become along
the way.

So until we meet again, | wish you safe travels, open skies,
and many more pages in your travel story.

- Avantika Mohan Datta
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